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- How long have you been with McCor-
mack Baron?

Six weeks. I just started. I actually
took the job in December but-with -
the holidays and the baby coming
and all, I've only been at it for six
weeks.

- What did you do befere Joining the
company? -

* Iran the Vashon Educatlon Com-
pact for about five years, from 2001
- to 2006. _ ' :
Can you explain what the s_:omgia’ct -
is?

- solved it in September (2006). It was
aventure partnership with some
members of the St. Louis corporate
community — such as the Danforth
- Foundation, Edward Jones, Com-
merce Bank, Monsanto, Enterprise,
Purina and Energizer — and the St.
Louis Public Schools. '
Did you get much accompllshed
with the compact?
1 felt like we did. We oversaw
the complete renovation of three
schools, and we piloted student
achievement programs that helped
- improve elementary student

achievement by 28 percent in math, . '

86 percent in cornmunication arts
and 78 percent in science. We also
raised the graduation rate at Vashon
from 20 percent to 53 percent. But it
was love-hate. It was the most frus-
trating thing I've ever done.

Why was it so frustrating? - -

Tt was very difficult dealing with .
the school district. Although it was
part of the partnership, people there

. did not always support what we
weresdoing and made it harder to.do
what needed to be done. Add’ to that
the School Board and ‘all thosé | per-
sonalities and politics and it made,_

Y
1

It doesn’t exist any longer. We dis-

~ for a tough situation.

Do you have a viewpoint on the
‘proposed state takeover of the school -
district?

 Yes, 1 support it totally. I think

" a state takeover would help stabi-

lize the district and would take the
games and personal pohtlcs out of
the school system.

What do you hope to do with Mccor-
mack Baron Salazar?

People think the company is just
in St. Louis, but it has about 200

— . .

developments around the country,
with 750 people in 26 cities. My job
is to bridge gaps between the vari-
ous entities and the company. The
long-term thing is that I would like

‘to see McCormack Baron become

a real leader in communities of to-
morrow — communities that would
include such things as environmen-
tally sustainable neighborhoods

and that would use information -
technologies to make seamless the
lives of the people living in the com-
munities.

Have you ever used your engineer- .
ing background prefessionaliy?

Ob, yes, I came here with the
company Air Products & Chemicals
Inc. in 1993. They bought a division
of Monsanto and I was a chemical -
engineer with them. I was only sup--

posedto be here for 10 to 14 months ‘

but I stayed.

How did you get so mvulved m com-

munity work? |

- I'd always been avery mvolved
person. Even as a child, my fam-
ily was always very involved with -

.church and one thing or another. In

college I was even in one of those
super secret Ivy: Léague volunteer
societies. In 1999, I got involved with
Metropolis and then I joined the
Mentor St: Louis board. I met my
wife through Metropolis. She was
doing diversity training and I was -
doing leadership work. .-

What boards and activities are you
invelved with currently?

I am vice president of the Men-
tor and Focus boards. I am on the
Symphony’s community partnership
board; on the Center of Creative
Arts board; onthe College Sum-
mit Inc. advisory board; and on the

_ board of governors of the Cornell”

Club of St. Louis. 'm an adv1sory
member on the Washington Univer-
sity Stern/Kaldi’s Scholarship panel;
and I'm an operating support panel- -
ist for the St. Louis Regional Arts
Cominission.

Where do you five? c

Since we got married we live in -
the Tower Grove Heights neighbor-

- hood. Before that we lived in Tower
' Grove East and when 1 was single, I

lived in the Central West End. -

' Do you have any hobbies?

‘We love road trips. We will take .
aroad trip to the East Coast in June

- with all the kids. We also do a lot of
-art stuff and go to alot of art open- -
- ings.-And we do a lot-of entertaining.

‘We have a dining room table that

seats 10 and we like to use it. We had

an Iron Chef-style meat loaf dinner =~

party that was fun. I'm the dinner

cook in our house. T like to cook and

have gotten pretty good at seafood.
‘What's the last, best book you read? .
“The Ingenuity Gap,” by Thomas

Homer-Dixon.

Do you read magazines? Newspa-
pers?

i r.ead about 12'periodicals a
month, such things as Fast Company,

" National Geographic, Car & Driver,

Esquire-and my undergraduate
university magazine. I also read the
Post-Dispatch, the New York Times
and the Ch1cago Sun-Times every

" day,

- What do you dnve"

A minivan! Actually, that’s Amy’s
car. An 06 black, Honda Odyssey.
I drive a Subaru Turbo, it’s a black,
*05. But when I turned 30 I got fny-

. self a gift. It's a red, Toyota MR2

convertible. It’s an "01. I love it but
it’s just for fun.
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